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live in fcitics, nnd  only 23  per  cent,  in  the
country.

Whether as a result of this or no the birth
rate has been steadily decreasing, until 1907*
showed the lowest birih rale on record. Pauper-
ism increases, the deportation of men increases,
expenditure for drink increases, expenditures
national and local increase, while the national
wealth remains at a standstill, and the birth rate
decreases.

One is led naturally enough to inquire what
the church, with its bishops in the House of
Lords* and its twenty-eight thousand clergy, is
doing to modify* or even to influence, this condi-
tion of affairs- Here again, one is surprised to
find only conciliation, compromise, and optimism
at work. Even in the realm of spiritual and
ethical things, the immediately feasible is the
watchword- The land question is an important
factor in all ecclesiastical problems to begin with,
since the church is a landowner, and because the
ecclesiastical system includes as many incongru-
ities and contradictions as can well be imagined.
It has been said of it thai it has a Catholic ritual,
a Calvinistie creed, and an Armmian clergy,
which is true enough for a witticism. A more
savage criticism us that of Jowett, who, writing to
Caird, said: "In another teu years half the